
Learning about Safe Water in Neno District, Malawi 
 

As the headmaster of Lisungwi School in rural Neno District, Ben Chado sees 

himself as the guardian of the health and wellbeing of his 550 students—but 

his task was initially a challenge, as the school depends upon the dirty 

Lisungwi River for drinking water, and there were no latrines to serve the 

students. Before November 2007, student absenteeism due to diarrheal disease 

was a significant problem that kept his students at home rather than actively 

learning in the classroom. 

 

In September 2007, PSI/Malawi and World Vision International (WVI) 

partnered to launch PUR Safe Water Clubs in eleven targeted schools in Neno 

District, reaching about 5,500 students total. PSI/Malawi and WVI conducted 

an initial training for headmasters and teachers and a separate training for 

community level leaders and Ministry of Health officials to support the club’s mission within the villages. 

Led by an engaged schoolteacher, the Safe Water Clubs promote the importance of safe water, good 

hygiene, and sanitation every day, all year round. Club members meet each week to learn about the 

importance of drinking safe water, adopting good hygiene and sanitation practices, and how to use PUR. 

Headmaster Chado encourages  club members create their own songs, dramas, poems, dances, and games 

to communicate these safe water and hygiene messages with their fellow students, as well as to the 

community. In addition, club members treat the school’s drinking water every day. These Safe Water 

Clubs also conduct fund raising activities to help fellow orphaned Club members to buy PUR.  In order to 

ensure the health messages are transferred into the wider community, all club members are expected to 

promote the same good practices to their families. The surrounding communities wholeheartedly support 

the clubs, recognizing that it could improve their health as well. 

 

Lisungwi’s Safe Water Club was established in November 

2007, and Lucy became one of its first members. Lucy lost 

both parents to HIV/AIDS and was adopted by her aunt, 

Mrs. Chikoti. The Chikoti family depends upon a borehole 

and the Lisungwi River as their sources of drinking water. 

The water drawn from the borehole tastes salty, so the 

family prefers to draw water from the river. Since the 

water is dirty and heavily contaminated, the Chikotis 

suffered regularly from cholera and diarrhea, which kept 

family members away from work, from their every day 

chores, and absent from school.  

 

After becoming a Safe Water Club member, Lucy brought 

the messages about the importance of drinking safe water 

home with her. The Chikoti family have become regular PUR customers, and use it every day to treat the 

drinking water they draw from the Lisungwi River. So impressed by what Lucy had taught her and the 

resulting health benefits it had for her family, Mrs Chikoti become a spokesperson, spreading good 

hygiene and sanitation practices throughout her own community. 

 

Looking back onto the Club’s success, Headmaster Chado is proud of his accomplishments and 

recognizes the positive health impact of the school’s Safe Water Club. Since November 2007, there has 

been a 90% reduction in absenteeism due to diarrheal disease in the participating schools, even during the 

peak of the rainy season. The positive health impact extended beyond the schools and into the 

community. As a result of the students bringing these messages home and families adopting these safe 

water practices, the community clinic reported a 35% decrease in cases of diarrheal disease from 

November 2007 to April 2008. The community also demonstrated its support for the program, realizing 

that the students needed to practice what they learned: the Lisungwi village independently constructed six 

school latrines, which have convenient handwashing facilities stationed nearby. Headmaster Chado 

expressed that the schools participating in the PUR Schools Programs serve as models of good health to 

the community. Here, students are not just learners. They become role models to their community and 

encourage Malawi’s young generation to take these messages about safe water, hygiene, and sanitation to 

heart and into practice.  

 
Headmaster Ben Chado 

 
Lisungwi students gather around their new safe 

drinking water  


